Psalm and Readings Wednesday 9th October 2024

Psalm 110

The Lord says to my lord,
‘Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies your footstool.’

The Lord sends out from Zion
your mighty sceptre.
Rule in the midst of your foes.
Your people will offer themselves willingly
on the day you lead your forces
on the holy mountains.
From the womb of the morning,
like dew, your youth will come to you.
The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,
‘You are a priest for ever according to the order
of Melchizedek.’

The Lord is at your right hand;
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.

He will execute judgement among the nations,
filling them with corpses;

he will shatter heads over the wide earth.

He will drink from the stream by the path;
therefore he will lift up his head.

2 Kings 18:13-end

In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, King
Sennacherib of Assyria came up against all the
fortified cities of Judah and captured them. King
Hezekiah of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at
Lachish, saying, ‘I have done wrong; withdraw
from me; whatever you impose on me | will bear.’
The king of Assyria demanded of King Hezekiah of
Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty
talents of gold. Hezekiah gave him all the silver
that was found in the house of the Lord and in
the treasuries of the king’s house. At that time
Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the
temple of the Lord, and from the doorposts that
King Hezekiah of Judah had overlaid, and gave it
to the king of Assyria. The king of Assyria sent the
Tartan, the Rabsaris, and the Rabshakeh with a
great army from Lachish to King Hezekiah at
Jerusalem. They went up and came to Jerusalem.
When they arrived, they came and stood by the
conduit of the upper pool, which is on the
highway to the Fuller’s Field. When they called for

the king, there came out to them Eliakim son of
Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, and
Shebnah the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph,
the recorder.

The Rabshakeh said to them, ‘Say to Hezekiah:
Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria: On
what do you base this confidence of yours? Do
you think that mere words are strategy and
power for war? On whom do you now rely, that
you have rebelled against me? See, you are
relying now on Egypt, that broken reed of a staff,
which will pierce the hand of anyone who leans
on it. Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely
on him. But if you say to me, “We rely on the Lord
our God”, is it not he whose high places and altars
Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and to
Jerusalem, “You shall worship before this altar in
Jerusalem”? Come now, make a wager with my
master the king of Assyria: | will give you two
thousand horses, if you are able on your part to
set riders on them. How then can you repulse a
single captain among the least of my master’s
servants, when you rely on Egypt for chariots and
for horsemen? Moreover, is it without the Lord
that | have come up against this place to destroy
it? The Lord said to me, Go up against this land,
and destroy it.’

Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah, and
Joah said to the Rabshakeh, ‘Please speak to your
servants in the Aramaic language, for we
understand it; do not speak to us in the language
of Judah within the hearing of the people who are
on the wall.” But the Rabshakeh said to them,
‘Has my master sent me to speak these words to
your master and to you, and not to the people
sitting on the wall, who are doomed with you to
eat their own dung and to drink their own urine?’

Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a
loud voice in the language of Judah, ‘Hear the
word of the great king, the king of Assyria! Thus
says the king: “Do not let Hezekiah deceive you,
for he will not be able to deliver you out of my
hand. Do not let Hezekiah make you rely on the
Lord by saying, The Lord will surely deliver us, and
this city will not be given into the hand of the king
of Assyria.” Do not listen to Hezekiah; for thus



says the king of Assyria: “Make your peace with
me and come out to me; then every one of you
will eat from your own vine and your own fig tree,
and drink water from your own cistern, until |
come and take you away to a land like your own
land, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and
vineyards, a land of olive oil and honey, that you
may live and not die. Do not listen to Hezekiah
when he misleads you by saying, The Lord will
deliver us. Has any of the gods of the nations ever
delivered its land out of the hand of the king of
Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and
Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena,
and Ivvah? Have they delivered Samaria out of my
hand? Who among all the gods of the countries
have delivered their countries out of my hand,
that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of my
hand?”’

But the people were silent and answered him not
a word, for the king’s command was, ‘Do not
answer him.” Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who
was in charge of the palace, and Shebna the
secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the recorder,
came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told
him the words of the Rabshakeh.

Philippians 2:1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit,
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves.
Let each of you look not to your own interests,
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind
be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure.

The Collect of the Day

O God, forasmuch as without you

we are not able to please you;

mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit

may in all things direct and rule our hearts;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.



